( <*27 ) 


IV. A Letter from Dr Peter Silveftre, F.R. S, to 
the Pttblifher^concerning the State of Learning ,, 
and feveral particulars obferveJ by him lately 
in Italy. 

S ince you defire to be more particularly informed 
of the Virtuofi I have Ceen in Italy, and of the 
ftate of Learning there, chiefly as to Natural Philofo- 
phy and Phyftck,, I fend you this, that you may take 
as a Supplement to my former Letter. 

When I came to Padua, I enquir’d for the mod 
Eminent men of that Umverfity. But it happen’d to 
be in vacation time, when tnoft people were out of 
Town. I was told that Signior Pompeio Sacchi was 
in Mona with the Proveditor General of that Country. 

I met at Venice Signior Spoleti , I had feen in England. 
He was juft going to Condantinople with the Cavalier 
Soranzo , who was fent thither Ambafladour from the 
Republick. I could have wiftied to have feen at Padua 
Signior Guilielmini , who has been lately call’d up from 
Bonohia. He is efteem’d an excellent Mathematician. 
Befides his two Books de aquarum jiuentium Men fur a, 
and his Epijlohe HydroJlatic£, he has publidl’d a Trea- 
tife that I fend you, Della Natura de i fiumi in 4 0 . 

I writ to you I had feen at Bononia Signior Sbaragli. 
There is a Second Letter of his de Recentiorum Medi- 
corum Studio, and de Generatione Vivipera Seep (is, &c. 
both printed at Vienna. 

He is certainly a man of Wit and Learning ; but I 
found at Rome and in other places moft Phyficians an¬ 
gry with him, for having abus’d the defervedly fa¬ 
mous Malpighi. I took notice in the Univerfity of 
this Infcription made in commendation of the laft. It 
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is in the Upper Gallery upon a large Baps painted'ill 
Frefco, with 1'ome figures about it. 

B 0 M. 

Virtnti &fam£ in JFLvum man furs Inclyti Viri M, 
Malpighii, Medicine Profejjbris Celeberrimi , utraque Ar- 
tijlarum, Univerfitas P . Anna falutis 1 68 $, 

And a little lower, 

Mir arts breve Lemma ? Nomen in gens ornari negat: 
eji fatis referri. Juffum C&tera, tacereMUrmor. Omnis Mal- 
pighium loquetur Mtas. 

[ was acquainted; at Rome with Monfignior Tozzi r 
Chief Phyfician to the laft Pope, with Sintbaldi , Bagli* 
vi, and Lanciji. This (haw'd me fome Diftertations he 
had begun to write, wherein he proves a priori the ne- 
ceffity and ufefulnefs of Bleeding. He (hew’d me alfo 
thefe Mklpighiu/s ConfilU , that I fpoke to you about in 
my laft, and fome other Opufcula, he promis'd to fend 
me, and among the reft an Anfwer to Sbaraglis Second 
Letter de Recentiorum Medicomm Studio • Fabretti dyed 
while I was there, above 73 years old. He was 
about a Defcription of ancient Rome, and of the Ager 
Romanus. It is to be fear’d this Work of his will 
be loft, or have the fame fate with raoft Pofthu- 
mous Works, which are generally very imperfefr, the 
Authors having not had time enough to finifli them. 
I had a very particular acquaintance with a Learned 
Benedi&ine Monk B. Bernard de Monfaucon; He had 
been fent from France into Italy by the Congregation of 
St Maur , to fearch into all the Libraries, and gather 
all the Works of the Ancient Fathers^ that were never 
printed 5 and he told me he had found out fome of 
St AthanaJius,StBajilim,St Gregorius Nazianzenus,St John 
ChryfoJJomus,and other Greek Fathers,with a great many 
of the Writers of the middle age.He will publilh his Iti- 
mrarium ltdicum, and in another Volume give in the 
form pf a Spicilegium , all thefe pieces he has copied. 

But 
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But what is mere to the purpofe, he defigns to print a 
Catalogue of the MSS. of all the Libraries that are in 
Italy, and more particularly of thofe Libraries that 
hitherto have been lefs known : a. confiderable Col¬ 
lection bi Inferiptions that never were printed, or 
elfe have been miferably debas’d in Gruterus, Reinefius, 
Spon ; and laftly give an Account of fome old Coins, 
ancient Weights and Meafures, and feveral other cu- 
riofities relating to Sacred and Profane Antiquity. 

I went feveral times to rhe Ron/an College, to fee Fa¬ 
ther Philip Bonnani : He is Keeper of the Mufeum 
Kircherianum,where, befides many Antiquities,are to be 
feen fome rarities of Art and Nature; F. Bonnani has 
added to it a great quantity of Shells, Ores and Mar- 
cajjites : He is now bufie in continuing the Bibliotheca 
Societatisjefu,begun by RebadeneiraSothmll an dAlegambe. 

A friend of mine did receive a Letter from F. Bocco- 
ne, who is now at Palermo, and with it a parcel of 
Quntmi Sumach. I have given you fome Of this Gumm. 
It is efteemed a great adtlringent, and very fit for Rup¬ 
tures, if applied in the form of a Plaifter. 

I was mightily furpriz’d when I came' to Naples, to 
find a great many perfons applying themfelves to the 
Corpufcular philofophy and Maihemaiicks. They own’d to 
be oblig’d for it to Tho. Cornelius Confentinus , who begun 
firft to introduce them, and to Leonado di Capoa, who 
followed his fteps. This great man died three years 
ago. I was acquainted there with Signior Jofeph Va- 
leta, a Gentleman who has a very good Library, and 
has learnt a little Englifh, on purpofe to underhand 
Englijh Books, for which he has a very great value. 
He lent me a Manufcript of his, that he will fpeedily 
publifh. His defign is to commend and encourage 
the Experimental Philofophy. I faw Tho. Donzelli, A- 
nello di Napoli, Ottavio Sandoro, and feveral other 
learned Phyficians. Signior John Baptijl Garnieri . one 
of them has feveral Conjilia MSS. of the famous 
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M. Aurelius Severinus,with fome Papers relating to a fe- 
cond part Severinus intended to make de recondita Ab* 
fcejjuum Natura. He fpoke to me of another Book’ 
he did not know whether it had been printed or 
no. Here is the Title : 11 Medico al riverfo, e dijin - 
ganno d'al Medicar crudo, del M> A. Sever ino: If any 
Bookfeller would undertake a new Edition of Severi¬ 
nus his Works, I do not queftion but Signior Garnieri 
would oblige the publick with thefe. 

I fa w there alfo F.Giann ttji ajefuifwho has written 
Pifcatoria & Nautica. His Bellicorum Lib . xii. juft 
eame out, and now in another Poem he is going to 
defcribe die Art of War by Sea. 

I did not ftay long enough at Pifa to be acquainted 
with the Virtuoji of that Academy. Bellini is now 
Profejfor emeritus , and Phyfician to the Grand Duke. 
Del Papa is Phyfician to the Cardinal de Medick. Be¬ 
tides the Anatomift Zambecary , they fpoke to: me with 
great encomium of Signior Pafchajio Gianeti, Profeftor 
of Natural Philotophy. I was feveral times at Flo¬ 
rence with Signior Antonio Magliabechi 5 but Signior 
Viviani I did not fee. He is very old. I fend you.a 
Book of F. Grandi,Solutio Geometrica Problematam Vivi- 
aneorum in 4 0 . This F- Grandi is now at Rome, in 
the Convent of San Gregorio de PP. Camaldolenji. 

I met at Genoua an old acquaintance of mine, Mon- 
jieur Defnoms a French man. He is Ledtor of Anatomy 
there, and Chief Surgeon to the great Hofpital. I was 
very curious to fee fome of his preparations, and I 
muft confefs, I did wonder when he fhew’d me not 
only all the Mufcles , with the diftribution of the 
Nerves and Blood-vejfels , but even the interna Vifcera , 
jto finely done in Wax of the Natural Colour, that I 
could hardly diftinguifh it from a Corps newly in- 
balm’d- This has coft him a great deal of time and 
money. If there was half a dozen of thefe Wax Carv¬ 
ings, in feveral views, to (hew at any time theftrudfure 
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of humane Bodies, it would not only fhortea the ftud y 
of Anatomy , but befides make it a great deal iefs namV- 
ous to the Beginners. 

I found upon enquiry that Surgery is but indifferent¬ 
ly practis’d all over Italy. It feems very ft range in 
that Country, where have been fuch eminent Men, as 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente , Fallopius , Taliacotius , both 
Marchettk , M. A. Severinus, &C. M. Dufau , a French 
Surgeon at Rome, having made with good fuccefs the 
future of one of the Tendons Extenforis Communis digt- 
torum, it was look’d upon by feveral Italians almoft as 
a piece of Witchcraft. There is indeed a famous Li- 
thotomid at Florence , Signior Colechiani 5 but in moft 
even of the greateft Cities, they have only Noreinos. 
By that name they mean the Natives of Norcia, a little 
Town in the ftate of the Pope , where laying afide fome 
few Priefts, Lawyers and Tradefmen, all the peo¬ 
ple of the Town are bred up Operators for the Stone, 
Catara&s and Ruptures. 

Since I have begun to fpeak of Surgery, I will com¬ 
municate to you an obfervation I made upon the Bron* 
chocele, . a diftemper very frequent all over Lombardy , 
and Savoy. By the difpofition of this tumor, I am fa- 
tisfy’d it has principally its feat in the Glandule thyroi 
dee, and fometimes too, but very feldom, in the Pa- 
rotis Conglobata. I could plainly fee the Parotides Con¬ 
glomerate were no ways concern’d. This l have 
obferv’d in feveral Bronchoceles of a very great bignefs. 

L conceive thefe tumors ('that are generally attributed 
to the Water the People drink, that is melted 
SnowJ do proceed a Lentore Lymphe, which by de¬ 
grees extend the folliculi Glandular urnme mbranoji ; and 
being there congeal’d, hardens them to that degree, 
thatan inveterate Branchocele is almoft like a Stone. 
But why thefe Swellings are to be feen no where elfe, 
but in thefe glands of the Neck, it is difficult to gi ve a 
good reafondt may be the natural conformation of the 
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glanduU Thyroide£, ( who being harder and of a more 
ibiid fubftance than other glands, give fooner a (top 
to the Lympha Lenta & Vifcida ) is the occafion of this 
tumour always beginning and fettling there. Dodor 
Wharton Adenograp. Cap. XVIII. has taken notice of 
that difference of fubftance. Quoad Carncam earum 
('Thyroidearunr) fubjlantiam , ea multo magis fanguinea 
eji, quant ctijufvis alius glandule, vifcidior quoque,fo/idi- 
or, ac fimilior Carni Mufofe. Hoc folutnmodo interep 
quod non Jit fibrofa , fed potius glutinofa, quo nomine par¬ 
tes ejus Jirmiter inter fe coherent, & cultello quoque inter 
fecandum rnultum refiftunt. I give you only this as a 
Conjedure of mine, and leave it to your Confiderati* 
on. I am, 

Sir, 

London , Qdob. 15. 1700. 

I (end you herewith fome NaturalCuriofities I brought 
with me from Italy Wot the Repofitory of the R. S, 

Terra foliata Bituminofa. P. Boccone. 

This Earth comes out of Sicily. It had a very ftrong 
Bituminous fmell, when it was firft given me 5 but be¬ 
ing kept iii a box with other Drugs, it has alraoft loft 
its fcent. 

Lapis Bezoarticus fojjilis Siculus P. Boccone. 

Gummi Sumach. 

This was fent from Palermo by P. Boccone, who 
believes it is not to be found in Italy. He wrote that 
they made a Cerat with it very good for Ruptures. 

Sal Montis Vefuvii. 

This Salt is found in pretty large Lumps after 

Mount 
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Mount Vefuvius has fpued out a vail quantity of A (lies. 
The great Rains that fall upon thefe Allies makes a 
fort of Lees, which left in the hollow places are eva¬ 
porated by the heat of the Sun, and there remains this 
Urinous Salt, whofe tafre is fomething like Sal Armo- 
niac. It was very hard and folid,but I found it began 
to be moift in wet weather, fo I keep it clofe in a 
Bladder. 

Alumen , 

At the Sulfatara between Naples and Puzzolo they 
make Alum in this manner. In Summer time they ga¬ 
ther as much as they have occafion for of an Earth 
that is there in the middle of a large Area, and they 
keep it in a dry place. They put it in Lead Coppers of 
a good thicknefs,and powr upon it Rain-water, which 
is alfo impregnated with the fame Mineral. For that 
purpofe they take great care to dig fome large holes to 
prelerve in them the Rain-water, and'they carry it to 
a large Ciftem by the Coppers. There is now fix of 
thefe, two large ones,- and'four of a leffer fize. They 
take away the Earth when the Lixivium is made, and 
as it grows ftronger by Evaporation, they put it from 
one Copper into another, till it is fufiiciently evaporated. 
Then they take it out and convey it into a wooden 
Tub, where after it is cool’d, you fee the Alum flick 
to thefides in the form of Cryftals. But the mod re¬ 
markable thing is, that thefe Coppers are plac’d upon 
fome of the great Spiracula, and that without anyex- 
pence in fuel, only by the violent heat of thefe efflu¬ 
via the Evaporation is conftantly made fufficient for 
that Criftallization. All this Laboratory where are 
the Coppers and the Ciftern, with the Tubs is only 
til’d over. The Governours of the great Hofpital of 
the Annunckta , who have been at the Charge of this 
ingenious Contrivance, do make now about three or 
four hundred pounds a year by it. 
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Sulphur. 

All Summer long fome Labourers dig up and down 
in feverai places of the fame Area, as if it was in a 
Kitchin-garden, and by thofe means they give way to 
the copious fulphureous Streams that are within the 
bowels of all this Mountain. Then out of the fuper- 
ficies of that Earth by the means of Earthen Pots they 
fublime the Brimftone, 


Sal Armoniacum Nativum. 

At the mouth of the largeft Spiracula , where is an 
exceffive heat, and a continual noife and fmoak, is 
found a fort of a Native Sal Armoniac : It feems the 
copious Steams come out in forma liquida, for if you 
put in a Key, a Sword, or any thing foiid, thefe ef¬ 
fluvia will flick immediately to it, and drop down like 
Water, All this Mountain ought to be extraordinary 
fullol mineral fubflances, for we fee thefe effluvia when 
they are fublim’d to the top of the Spiracula do flick 
there to Tiles or Stones, where they form this Salt, 
of which they gather yearly, about two hundred 
pounds weight. It has much of the tafle of the facti¬ 
tious S il Armoniac, and as a Learned Phyfician told 
me, being Hill’d in a Sand Furnace, it yields a Volatile 
Urinous Spirit abfolutely like Sal Armoniac, as to the 
fcnfible qualities, and all other effects : He only ob- 
ferv’d that Spirit had fomething,aluminous in it, and 
that to correct it they us’d to add. a greater quantity 
of quick Lime, or Sal Tartari, than in the common 
Spirit’s diflillation. 
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